Tissue factor activity in HeLa cells measured with a continuous chromogenic assay and ELISA reader.
Tissue factor activity expressed by Hela cells cultured in 96-well plates has been quantitated in situ using a continuous spectrophotometric assay. Following the assay, cells assayed without physical disruption remained as viable as cells not subjected to the assay. Very little (or no) tissue factor was expressed in nondisrupted cells relative to that available in cells disrupted by freeze-thawing and sonication. Total tissue factor activity (that available in disrupted cells) decreased not as a simple function of time after subculturing, but was inversely related to cell density.